Shadows — Answer Key
Light and Sound ¢ Level 2

A. Match each word to its meaning.

1. shadow
Answer: a dark shape made when light is blocked

2. opaque
Answer: blocks light

3. transparent
Answer: lets most light pass through

4. light source
Answer: gives off light
B. Choose the correct shadow for the toy shown (a circle with a
triangle on top).
1. Which shape is the toy's shadow — A (plain circle), B (keyhole shape), or C (circle with a
triangle on top)?
Answer: C — a shadow's outline always matches the outline of the object blocking the light.
C. Complete the sentences (word bank: blocked, longer, shorter, light).
1. A shadow forms when is blocked.
Answer: light
2. An opaque object light.
Answer: blocks (blocked)
3. A low Sun can make shadows look
Answer: longer
4. When the Sun is high, shadows are often
Answer: shorter
D. Why do shadows change size?

Answer: Shadow size depends on where the light source is. When the light is low or close to an
object, the shadow stretches out and looks longer; when the light is high overhead, the shadow is
shorter. Moving an object closer to the light also makes its shadow bigger.
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